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building in Ireland, but extraordinarily little ship-
owning. On certain parts of the coast, County Down,
County Wexford, and notably West Cork, there is a
strong seafaring tradition. Also from these centres
and from Dublin work the small fishing-fleets of which
Ireland can boast. But while the Irish waters are,
and have been always, worked by the fishing-craft of
many nations, the Irish-owned boats stick to their own
seas. Long-distance fishing over long cruises demands
better appliances, more capital, and more enterprise
than this industry has yet produced in Ireland. The
total yield of sea fisheries to Ireland is not more than
that of her inland waters—that is, of her salmon and
trout. And with so great a coast-line in proportion
to her size, and such profusion of natural harbours for
small craft, she imports a large proportion of her fish
from East Anglia. This neglect of her natural ad-
vantages has always existed : there must be something
racial in it: and it is not likely to be cured.
Finally, the worst feature of Ireland's industrial
position is the very high percentage of the people
engaged in non-productive employment. The number
in domestic service is proportionately much larger
than in Great Britain ; and very many of these are in
the very numerous small shops. It is a country of
many little huckstering businesses which cannot afford
to sell cheaply because their turnover is insufficient,
and which protect themselves against the results of
their own inefficiency by combination to keep up
prices. Agriculture does not pay, because, for instance,
potatoes only fetch £4 los, a ton in the market, and
because wages are very high: wages must be very high
because the working man has to pay at the rate of £9
a ton for his potatoes. All shops are charging too high
a profit, and very few shopkeepers are really amassing
because the work of distribution is done without trained
skill or adequate capital. Those who produce wealth
in Ireland have to support an inordinate number of
the inefficient and are handicapped by the effort.

